
St. Paulõs Peopleé... 

Vicar Revd. John Springbett 
 The Vicarage, 4 Cross Road  020 8504 3815 
 springbett25@hotmail.com 
 

Curates Revd. Ian Monks  020 8550 2390 
 irquemonachi@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 Revd. Alan Bolding  020 8550 2070 
 apbolding@onetel.com 
 

Reader Mr. Mac Leonard  07831 744999 
 macleonard@virginmedia.com 
 

Pastoral Assistant Mrs Jill Leonard  07778 013047 
 jleonard@serlecourt.co.uk 
Churchwardens Mr. John Wooden 
 68 Hornbeam Road, 
 Buckhurst Hill, IG9 6JX  020 8505 4802 
 

 Mr. Len Stevens 
 78 Ashgrove Road, 
 Goodmayes, IG3 9XD  020 8590 8815 
 

Organisations and contacts é... 

Organist Rebekah Thompson  07881 644398 

Nicolaõs Dancers Nicola  07956 479334 

Playgroup  (Delia Ware) Daily 9.15-12.00 a.m.  020 8504 5465 

Mothersõ Union: 1st Tuesday in month 8p.m.  020 8590 8815 

Young Families (under 5õs)Pauline Bolding  020 8550 2070 

 Every Thursday 1.30 p.m. 

Edward Bear Club 1st Thursday 2.00 p.m.  020 8504 3815 

Guides Thursday  020 8491 6431 

Brownies Thursday  01708 768496 

Church flowers Pauline Cohen  07950 242269 

Weekly Newssheet: Pam Varughese  020 8550 3406 

 pgvarughese@aol.com  

Magazine Editor  Revd John Springbett 

   and Adverts springbett25@hotmail.com  020 8504 3815 

Church Halls To hire, ring  020 8550 2070 

St Paul's, Woodford Bridge exists to worship God,  

lead people to Christ, build a loving Christian community, 

and serve a world in need. 

íTHE LINKî 
St Paulõs Church  

Magazine  
www.stpaulswb.com  
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     SUNDAY SERVICE 
Every Sunday at10 a.m.  

with Sunday Church Club for children over 3 years of age 
Sunday Service details on page 30 
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H L Hawes & Son Ltd 
 

Independently Owned Funeral Directors 

 & Monumental Masons (Est 1847)                                                                                
 

www.hlhawes.co.uk 

 

106 Tanners Lane, BARKINGSIDE , IG6 1QE 

Tel: 020 8550 4047 
 
 

153 Station Road, NORTH CHINGFORD , E4 6AG 

Tel: 020 8559 3235 
 

 
 

A Caring Dignified Funeral Service  
 

   *    24 Hour Support     *   Monumental Masonry & Additional Inscriptions    

   *    Pre-paid Funeral Plans     *  Bereavement Aftercare & Support Group 

   *    Winner of 'Customer Service' - Thames Gateway Business Awards 2009 

   *    Member - The National Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors 

 

Also part of H L Hawes & Son Ltd 

 

      Peter Musgrave                                           The Abbey Independent                  

 Funeral Directors              Funeral Directors 

        883 High Road              4 Market Square 

        Leytonstone, E11 1HR             Waltham Abbey, EN9 1DL 

 

        (Off Green Man Roundabout A11)            (Within the Market Square) 

 

        Tel: 020 8532 9600              Tel: 01992 711892 

 

     www.petermusgravefd.co.uk           www.theabbeyifd.co.uk       
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OAKLANDS SCHOOL 
LOUGHTON  

KINDERGARTEN  AND  PREPARATORY 
 Independent Day School, ISA Accredited  

240 pupils with Boys and Girls 2½ - 11   
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A popular and successful local Independent School,  

with an excellent ethos of mutual respect,  
friendliness and good behaviour.  

The School offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities  
and boasts an outstanding success rate  
at 11+ entry into secondary schools. 

 

Please contact the Admission Registrar for  
an appointment to meet the Headmistress  

and to view the School. 
Web: www.oaklandsschool.co.uk 

8 Albion Hill, Loughton, Essex, IG10 4RA  

Tel. 020 8508 3517 info@oaklandsschool.uk 

 
 

http://www.hlhawes.co.uk/
http://www.petermusgravefd.co.uk/
http://www.petermusgravefd.co.uk/
http://www.petermusgravefd.co.uk/
http://www.petermusgravefd.co.uk/
http://www.oaklandsschool.co.uk/


St Paulõs Calendar for MARCH 

Tue 1st  19:00 Vestry Hour resumes weekly  

  20:00  Mothersõ Union 

Wed 2nd 10:30 Holy Communion, St Chad 

Thu 3rd  10:00 Seniors Coffee morning  

  13:30 Young Families & Edward Bear Club 

  20:00  Textiles Group  

Sun   6 th   10:00 Informal Service followed by HC  

    Sunday next before Lent  

Wed 9th  ASH WEDNESDAY  

  20:00  Holy Communion 

Thu 10th  13:30 Young Families  

Sun 13th   10:00 Parish Communion Lent 1  
  12:30 Wedding of Andy and Rebekah  

Mon 14th   19:45 PCC 

Wed 16th   10:30 Holy Communion 

  14:00 Seniors Music  

  20:00  Lent Group  [1]  

Thu 17th  13:30 Young Families 

  20:00  Textiles Group  

Sun   20 th  10:00  Informal Communion Lent 2  

Wed 23 rd   20:00  Lent Group  [2]  

Thu 24 th  13:30 Young Families 

Sun  27 th   CLOCKS FORWARD ONE HOUR  

  10:00 Parish Communion Lent 3  
Wed 30 th  20:00  Lent Group  [3]  

Thu 31st  20:00  Textiles Group  

St. Paulõs welcomes anyone who is disabled - our 
Church has disabled access facilities through the 
South Door off the main road, and a hearing loop 
for anyone using a hearing aid. 
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From our Vicar 

Dear Friends 
 

Christians are people who have understood who 

Jesus is and  what he has done, and they have 

committed themselves to love and serve him in 

their daily lives. We have been born again as 

children of God, and so the way we live and behave should  

demonstrate to everyone our spiritual parentage. 
 

This is not so much learned behaviour, in the way that one might 

act out a part in a drama production, but more like the natural  

result of actually being Godôs children. When we wake up each 

morning and give the living God access to our minds, emotions 

and bodies, then Godôs natural characteristic of generous loving 

will start to show through without our having to contort ourselves 

to achieve it. 
 

In the Sermon on the Mount in our Sunday Gospel readings in 

Church before Lent, Jesus is trying to get us to examine not only 

our actions, but also our motives and our attitudes. We are to think 

at all times not ñWhat can I get out of this?ò but ñWhat can I give 

away and how can I serve here?ò 
 

The worldly perception of perfection is measured by a completely 

different set of success criteria. If we Christians copy that it will 

lead into the legalistic and judgmental zones which Jesus so  

deplored. Godôs way is as happy to use our failures as our 

strengths, our muddles and mistakes as much as our slick, poised 

control. 
 

Godôs way has us viewing cancelled trains and traffic jams and  

demanding phone calls as unscheduled opportunities for learning 

and possibly serving. 
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It is our Godï filled attitude to them that unclenches the tight 

jaw and relaxes the facial muscles! It may also be what enables 

us to express our concerns calmly and sort out a workable  

alternative without being churned up inside with resentment and 

hidden rage. Godôs way of generous loving is not only the best 

way to live; it is also the way God designed us to be, and the 

way in which we are most fulfilled and most effective. 
 

We should be doing this continuously, but if weôre not, then 

Lent is as good a time as any to try to make a start. If we are 

wanting to behave like God (ñBe perfect as your Father in 

heaven is perfectò said Jesus) then he will help us to do that. Our 

behaviour will then be a visible sign to other people that we 

really do belong to God as his children. 
 

When they see us being honest and kind and patient and joyful, 

loving and working for peace and justice, they will be able to 

say ñThat must be a child of Godðlook how generous he is, 

even when he isnôt going to gain anything by it.ò or ñThat must 

be a child of Godðlook how loving she is with those difficult 

people.ò 
 

On Ash Wednesday there is the onceðaðyear opportunity to 

have the mark of the Cross placed on our foreheads in black ash, 

as a reminder of our mortality and our sin. But all Christians 

have a permanent but invisible mark of the Cross which was 

placed on our foreheads at our Baptism, and we should at all 

times live up to the high standards which are required of us. 

 

Yours sincerely     

  Revd John H Springbett 
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A lad comes home from school and excitedly tells his dad that he 

had a part in the school play and he was playing a man who had 

been married for 25 years. The dad says, òNever mind son, maybe 

next year youõll get a speaking part.ó  

 

Just had my water bill of Ã175 drop on my mat. Thatõs a 

lot.  Oxfam can supply a whole African village for just £2 a 

month: time to change supplier I think.    

      

2 women called at my door and asked what bread I ate, when I 

said white they gave me a lecture on the benefits of brown 

bread  for 30 minutesé. I think they were Hovis Witnesses. 
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3] To make the two major festivals of Easter and Christ-
mas stand out from the rest of the year we have a special 
time of preparation before each one. These are called the 
ñPenitential Seasonsò. Lent before Easter, and Advent be-
fore Christmas. It is customary not to sing the Gloria dur-
ing these seasons, nor to use the word alleluia in church, 
nor to have flowers. The point, to raise the level of cele-
bration and joy when all these things come back into our 
services at Easter and Christmas. The liturgical colour for 
these penitential season is purple. Everybody used to call 
it purple, but the Church used officially to call the colour 
Violet. Now with Common Worship we have purple as the 
ñofficialò name for the colour of the season. 
 
4] Green as I pointed out last time is the basic colour of 
nature and is used for ñOrdinary Timeò in other words the 
Sundays [if there are any] between 2 nd February and Ash 
Wednesday, and the Sundays after Trinity Sunday. 
 
The point of all this, not to confuse and to mystify, but to 
teach and to clarify. If one understands how the system 
works, the colour of the vestments and altar frontal indi-
cate the Church Season. We can ñread all about itò on the 
Pew Sheet, but in the days when few could read, using 
colours helped to inform people where they were in the 
year! As so much was done in Latin they might not get it 
in plain English. Next time I will look at the significance of 
the Churchôs Year and the lectionary.    

         IKM  
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Calling all Senior Citizens!  
 

Why not join us for a chat and a 
laugh in congenial company?  

 
Coffee Club every 1st Thursday 10am  

Music & tea afternoon every 3rd Wednesday 2pm  

 
  In St Paulôs Church 

CHIROPODIST  
 

For the elderly and special 

needs at reasonable prices 
 

ñA Caring and Professional service 

in the comfort of your own home.ò 
 

DEAN SHULTON  
MSSCh          MBChA 

 

HSA RECEIPTS  Health Profes-

sions Council Registered  CH 

16672 
 

07932 254555 
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¶ The nicest thing about the future is . . . that   it always 

starts tomorrow.  
 

¶ Seat belts are not as confining as wheelchairs.    
  

¶ A good time to keep your mouth shut is when you're in deep 

water.     
  

¶ How come it takes so little time for a child who is afraid of 

the dark to become a teenager who wants to stay out all 

night?      
  

¶ Business conventions are important. . .because they demon-

strate how many people a company can operate without.     
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As I reread what I had written last time, I re-
alised that I had indulged in a load of implica-
tions, and had not ñcome up frontò with some 
basic facts. So here goes:- 
 
1] All feasts of Our Lord, and Our Lady are white or [in richer 

parishes] gold! So as implied last time, Christmas, Easter, 
Candlemas and the Annunciation are celebrated in white, 
as are the feast days of saints who were not martyrs.  

 
So we celebrate the feast of the Conversion of St Paul, in 
white, as also St John on 27th December. Trinity Sunday is 
also white, but the Sundays following are green.  
 

2] Red is now used for four different occasion. Palm Sunday, 
the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, where red is a 
sign of fire and for the feast days of those saints who were 
put to death for their faith, red being the colour of blood.  
 
Again, some churches have two sets of red vestments, one 
for Palm Sunday and Pentecost and a more bloodlike shade 
for martyrs. With the new Shape of the Church year red can 
also now be used on the Sundays after All Saints Day on 1st 
November [the Sundays of the Kingdom] until we come to 
the start of a new Church Year on Advent Sunday.  

from Ian K Monks (our Senior Curate) 

LITURGICAL  COLOURS  
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Veraôs Raffle for the new Church Sound System 
A big thank you to all who bought Raffle Tickets in aid of the 
Sound System fund. A total of £393 was raised, so well done, 
everyone! The following people won prizes:- 
 

From Church:- Heather Barnbrook,  Avril and Clive Tate, 
Betty and Syd Mavers, Mary Wooden, Rosemary 
Monks, Janice Croke, Karen and Kevin Downey.  
 

From the Seniors Coffee Morning:- Vera Phillips, George 
Thompson, Win Sparks.  
 

From Kelvedon Lodge where I used to work:- Gwen Fisher, 
Harry Lowther.  
 

From the Playgroup:- Ann Linnane  
 

Thanks also to all my young helpers who picked out the  
winning tickets for me.             Vera Hunt  
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To advertise here in 2011  
ring VICAR JOHN on  
020 8504 3815   NOW! 

Contact VICAR JOHN  

Tel: 020 8504 3815 

You can now buy a watercolour 

painting of our Church at a very 

affordable price 

They make ideal gifts and 

wedding present 

Framed: £35 

Mounted on Card: £25 

A Painting of Our Church   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or see the sample in Church hung  

beside the refreshment table! 
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Cheques and Balances- our Treasurerôs pageï March 2011 

Paying our Parish Share. 
St Paulôs is a ñChurch of Englandò, more correctly called Anglican, church and as 

such is part of the World-wide Anglican Communion. 
England itself is divided into two archbishoprics ï our own of Canterbury, and York, 

and we are in the diocese of Chelmsford which is itself divided into Episcopal areas, 

each with its own bishop, and then into deaneries. We are one of 22 parishes in the 

Redbridge deanery. 
Each Deanery is set a ñshareò of funds to raise as its proportion of the required an-

nual diocesan income, and this share is divided as fairly as possible between the con-

stituent parishes. The Redbridge Deanery share for 2011 is over one and a quarter 

million pounds and our share of that is £41,015. Having paid the £1015, we have ar-

ranged to pay £4,000 a month for ten months by Direct Debit to Chelmsford Diocese 

as our proportion of the share. We will have paid by November, leaving money 

available for our charity giving at Christmas and for other end-of-year expenses, 

whilst ensuring that our Share is fully paid. 
What does this substantial sum of money entitle us to ? 
Well, long gone are the days when the church was wealthy enough, with its income 

from rents, property and investments to pay all of its expenses centrally. A genera-

tion or so ago a priestôs place in a parish, known as a living, was exactly that since 

there was no retirement option and they were in post until they died. With the intro-

duction of retirement packages and the collapse of investment income it is now the 

case that all of the Anglican Churchôs central reserves are used to fund pensions, and 

other necessary costs are set against the Family Share. So for our money we get a 

priest, maintenance of the vicarage, central diocesan support services and training; 

advice on legal, financial and spiritual matters and practical support in times of need. 

(We also give support ï look how often Ian, Alan and Mac are leading worship else-

where to fill needs). Our parish share indirectly supports action and interventions 

where the Church is needed most ï hospital chaplaincy, prisons work, parenting sup-

port, etc, and we help to finance the provision and upkeep of church schools. 
The Parish Share, also known variously as the Family Purse or Quota, is in effect our 

subscription to the Church as a national organisation. Every square inch of England 

is within an Anglican parish, and therefore every resident is entitled to call upon its 

services as required ï baptism, marriage, funerals being the most recognisable, and it 

is sometimes said that we are the only organisation that exists for the benefit of non- 

members. 
We are the Established Church with no Central Government funding ï it is your gen-

erosity as a worshipper, along with other worshippers, and the funds that we can 

raise from the wise use of our resources, that keeps our finances healthy. 
May God bless you in all that you do to help keep a Christian presence in this par-

ish..           LEN STEVENS, TREASURER
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Revd.  Pam Wilding and her team have now returned from a visit 

to Kenya:   Whilst they were in Kenya, on 5th January, there was a 

Service of Dedication and the Laying of the Foundation Stone of 

the Utugi Childrenôs Centre. The Bishop opened the Service with 

the words ñBrothers and Sisters in Christ, we are gathered here for 

the purpose of laying the Foundation Stone of this Centre which is 

being built for the purpose of giving home to the homeless, care 

and protection, rehabilitation, hope to the hopeless. Let us pray 

that this good work will be brought to completion.  That the build-

ers will be protected against accidents, and that children,  support-

ers and all members of staff will glorify the holy name of  God. 

óUnless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in 

vainô (Psalm 127.1).ò 
 

They went on with a prayer of dedication, and then for the kitchen, 

the dormitory, followed by prayers for the children and the 

staff.  Prayers we offered for the life in the towns and cities, for the 

Church and for the Nation. For the Home itself: the Management 

Committee, the partners and those like ourselves who make dona-

tions to the food programme. The Service ended with the follow-

ing words by the Bishop. 
 

ñLord open our hearts: to move swiftly; within your grace; to hear 

your message of love;  to find your wisdom in simple truths and to 

accept our weakness in your strength. Let us join Christ in break-

ing down those walls which separate us, one from another. 
Living and true God, you created all that is good and holy. Be 

close to us your servants, who gather here today.  Be our constant 

help and protection. Enable us to reach out lovingly to all your 

children, to show understanding and awareness, comfort and con-

solation, justice and equality, so that together we participate fully 

in community life and worship. We ask this through Jesus Christ 

your Son, our Lord. Amen.ò 
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complex and exciting, sometimes involving a certain amount of 

travel.  All members are volunteers and need time to devote to the 

work they do.   It is an exciting organisation to be part of.  Molly is 

a long term member of the MU and has held positions of leadership 

for many years.  Her talk will be interesting and all are welcome to 

come along to hear what she has to say. 
 

Returning to our AGM, the theme for the MU this year is ñFaithful 

Relationshipsò.  Two words which have an enormous mean-

ing.  Faithful relationships with family, friends, spouses, children, 

colleagues:  a faithful relationship with God Himself.  Hopefully 

throughout the coming year we can all come to appreciate the lov-

ing, caring and faithful Creator and give Him the praise He is due. 

 

 
 

KENYAN STREET CHILDREN  
(Utugi Childrenôs Centre) 

We are now into our fundraising for this coming year with a Boot 

Sale due to take place in a few days.   By the time this magazine is 

published we will know the result!  The Appeal is indebted to the 

team of people who come together to set up and run these Sales and 

the Fairs, and also to those who so kindly donate items for 

sale.  Our aim is to serve the community in which we live by offer-

ing items for sale at prices which are attractive but which at the 

same time raise some money for the starving children in Kenya 

whom we are trying to help.   From this, we have been delighted to 

come to know some of our visitors whose faces we recognise from 

past visits and we would very much miss the events were they to 

cease.   Hopefully, despite the financial problems the country faces, 

our Sales will continue to be popular. 
 

Marrianne Stevens 
Branch Leader 
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REPEAT PRESCRIPTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 

INCONTINENCE AND OSTOMO SUPPLIES 

TRUSSES AND SURGICAL HOSIERY 

PREGNANCY AND FERTILITY TESTING 

KITS 

BABY NEEDS 

ORAL HYGIENE 

FAMILY TOILETRIES 

COSMETICS AND SKIN CARE 

SUN CARE AND HOLIDAY NEEDS 

THE BRIDGE PHARMACY 

696-702 CHIGWELL ROAD 

WOODFORD BRIDGE 

ESSEX IG8 8AL 

TEL/FAX 020 8504 2307 
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SHROVE TUESDAY, ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT  
            
Shrove Tuesday is the last day before Lent , which begins on Ash 
Wednesday.  Its name comes from the old custom of being 
ñshrivenò, that is of confessing and receiving forgiveness, prior to the 
season of Lent.  
 

Shrove Tuesday comes at the end of a period of carnival and  
merrymaking in many countries and corresponds to the Mardi Gras 
(Fat Tuesday) of the French and Pancake Tuesday of the English. It 
represents the last feasting before the leaner days of Lent. (Carnival 
means ñend of meat.ò) So that no food will go to waste, the English 
make pancakes to use up the fats, eggs and cream that are not eaten 
during Lent. Mardi Gras celebrations typically include elaborate 
masks. These symbolise the ñfrontò we sometimes show to others 
rather than the true self both we and God know.  
 

Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice of placing ashes 
on the foreheads of adherents as a sign of repentance. The ashes 

used are typically gathered after the Palm 
Crosses from the previous year's Palm Sun-
day are burned 
 

The priest marks the forehead of each par-
ticipant with black ashes in the shape of a 
cross, which the worshipper traditionally 
retains until it wears off. The act echoes 
the ancient Near Eastern tradition of throw-
ing ashes over one's head to signify repen-
tance before God (as related in the Bible).  

 

The priest says the following when applying the ashes: 
Remember that you are dust,  
  and to dust you shall return. Genesis 3:19) 
Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. (Mark 1:15)  
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le Mothers' Union  
 
 

February was the 

month of our AGM 

which was chaired by our Vicar, John 

Springbett.  As is normal on these occa-

sions we started with a Eucharist Ser-

vice and then onto the business matters 

of the evening.   Our meetings always 

start with a short Service:  we are an 

organisation which is founded on the Christian faith with a par-

ticular focus on family life.    
  

Our founder was Mary Sumner and in March we are privileged to 

have Molly Hoyle come to talk to us about her.   Mrs.  Sumner 

was moved to reach out to young mothers in her locality who 

were in need of guidance in bringing up their children.   From this 

important small start, The Mothersô Union is an excellent exam-

ple of how a small spark can become a furnace:   it is now a 

worldwide organisation with branches throughout the world and 

representatives at the United Nations.   At branch level the mem-

bers work within the church community to assist young families 

in their area and as each parish community has different require-

ments, the branch members become involved in varying aspects 

of family life.   Family life as we all know has needs beyond that 

of the young child and we as an organisation are there to support 

people as best we can whatever their age or status.   For those 

members with the ability, desire, energy  and opportunity to move 

beyond branch involvement, there is a need for people to work at 

Deanery and Diocesan level when the work becomes more  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palm_Sunday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palm_Sunday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repentance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repentance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repentance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Genesis
http://bibref.hebtools.com?book=%20Genesis&verse=3:19&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Genesis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Mark
http://bibref.hebtools.com?book=%20Mark&verse=1:15&src=KJV
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FGS  

We cover a variety of different aspects of gardening. 

Garden Maintenance Soft & Hard Landscaping 

Watering Systems  Drives 

Fencing   Garden Clearances 

Specialists in Garden Maintenance 

Mike & Steve 

For a free, no obligation quote 

please contact one of  the 

above numbers. 

Phone: (0208) 550 0262 / 501 3734 

Mobiles:07767 666367 / 07899 953577 

E-mail: FGServices1@aol.com 

FOREST GARDEN SERVIC ES 
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Ash Wednesday  is the first day of Lent and occurs 46 days (40 days 
not counting Sundays) before Easter. 
 

It marks the start of a 40 -day period which is an allusion to the separa-
tion of Jesus in the desert to fast and pray. During this time he was 
tempted. Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13, and Luke 4:1-13. While not 
specifically instituted in the Bible text, the 40 -day period of repentance 
is also analogous to the 40 days during which Moses repented and 
fasted in response to the making of the Golden calf.  
 

During Lent many Christians make a special effort to improve their 
spiritual health by giving up luxuries and adding particular disciplines 
into their daily lives.  
 

Here at St Paulôs many of us follow a special Lent Study booklet 
(written this year by our new Bishop Chelmsford) and meet at 8pm on 
five Wednesday evenings in Church, to share with each other what we 
have learned, and to pray for the people of Woodford Bridge and the 
wider world. Readers of this Magazine are welcome to join us. 
 

 

GANDHI 
TANDOORI RESTAURANT 

& TAKE AWAY 
(Fully Licensed and Air Conditioned) 

 

712 Chigwell Road, Woodford Bridge 
 

0208 8505 3212    &    0208 506 0556 
 

Opening hours: 5.30pm ï 11.30pm 
 

Open all bank holidays 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fasting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temptation_of_Christ
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Matthew&verse=4:1-11&src=!
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_calf
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The Persecuted Church  
 

After finding the articles in last monthôs Magazine about 
Christians being killed in Iraq, Iran and Egypt I received 
the latest Newsletter from my old Theological College, 
Ridley Hall in Cambridge. 
 

Among the news items from former members was this 
report from Canon Andrew White, Anglican Chaplain to 
Iraq... ñSeven years into my ministry I was appointed as 
residentiary Canon at Coventry Cathedral with responsi-
bility for International Reconciliation, and found myself 
working increasingly with both the Jewish and Islamic 
communities in the Middle East. 
 

As I sat in my Coventry study one autumn afternoon, 
planning to return to Iraq the next day, news started to 
come through of the tragedy that would simply be 
known as 9/11. From that day the world was never the 
same. ñAbouna (father) Andrew,ò shouted Tariq Aziz 
(Saddamôs Deputy), when I visited him the following 
week in Iraq, ñtell them we had nothing to do with it.ò 
Without  thinking  I replied, ñIt does not matter whether 
you did or you didnôt ï they are still coming to get you.ò 
A year later they did.  
 

Much of my work since formally becoming the Anglican 
Chaplain to Iraq in 2005 has continued to be diplomatic 
and political ï but above all I have been caring for the 
Church I re-opened in 2003. The Iraqi congregation has 
grown to over 400, and in addition we have the largest 
clinic in Baghdad. 
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Floral ônõ Hardi

Flowers

718 Chigwell Road

Woodford Bridge

Essex IG8 8AL

020 8504 6449
e-mail  floralnhardi@live.co.uk

Treacleõs 

Catering
For all your catering needs

07958 764241

e-mail   treacles@live.co.uk
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 From  the  Parish  Registers 
 

   We believe that Jesus died and rose again  
   and so we believe that God will bring with  
   Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.  
   1 Thessalonians 4.14 

 

25 January  Baynard Edwin Michael Williams Age 88 
8 February  Kathy Mullis Age 90 
 

Interment of Ashes in the Churchyard  
 

12 February  Clara Simmonds 
 

Almighty God,  
Father of all mercies and giver of all comfort:  
 deal graciously, we pray, with those who mourn,  
that casting all their care on you,  
 they may know the consolation of your love;  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pet and Garden Shop 
654 Chigwell Road,  
Woodford Bridge,  

IG8 8AQ 

(020) 8504 9286 
  
      * Flowers by arrangement, including funerals and 

functions. * Competitive prices. * Free local delivery. 
* Specialist pet foods for your special pet 

* Free insult if required (come in and find out!) 
* Hairy hounds grooming parlour ï dogs and cats 
* 10% off grooming with production of this advert. 

 

For appointments phone (020) 8505 2323 
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Each day on my way out of Morning Prayer in Ridley Chapel 
I used to look at the names of Old Ridleians who had been 
martyred. We studied the history of the early Church and 
saw how they suffered. Last year 93 of my congregation 
were killed. I baptised 13 adults ï and 11 of them were 
killed the following week. I have been held at gunpoint, 
shot at, kidnapped, thrown in a room with chopped off fin-
gers and toes over the floor. I am surrounded by soldiers all 
the time for my protection and am not allowed to walk 
down any road. Last Sunday the temperature reached 560C. 
 

Not the kind of job that would get many applicants from a 
Church Times advert. Yet it is the most wonderful job I 
have ever had. I live the people in my Church and they love 
me. So much of what I learnt at Ridley took place in this re-
gion. Here in Iraq salvation history began with the birth of 
Abraham. The Second Exile was here in Babylon. That most 
miserable evangelist Jonah came here to Nineveh. To this 
day the people of  Nineveh are  still Christian, and all of my 
congregation come from there.ò 

This sounds like something out of one of St Paulôs letters 
and I find it very humbling. Here is surely a situation that 
needs our prayers. 
      Revd John Springbett  
 

Since this article was written, the persecution of Christians 
in Iraq has escalated. 107 members of Canon Whiteôs con-
gregation were killed in the three weeks before Advent.  


